especially.
In its draft policy statement Towards a Common Understanding and Vision of The World Council of Churches, the member churches of the World Council characterize themselves as 'a people of the resurrection, proclaiming in joy and confidence, in midst of exclusion and despair, life in all its fullness' and 'which bid farewell to the misplaced certainty and confidence of the secular modem world'.' The same policy statement speaks about 'regular working relationships' of the Roman Catholic Church with the Council', which is 'an active participant and a valued partner' .3 It glorifies the 'one ecumenical movement, inspired and guided by God's Spirit to move us towards making visible the unity which God has given US,.4 Similar phrases we may find in Pope John Paul 11's encyclical Ut unum sint, published May, 1995.? Many would claim that these lofty words do not reflect realistically the fact, that the fellowship of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Communion of Churches, are both impoverished by the absence of the other and that this situation substantially harms the oneness of the ecumenical movement and the credibility of Christian mission.
In this article I will first try to analyze briefly -in three theses -the actual situation of the ecumenical movement from a Roman Catholic point of view and the Roman catholic stake in it (1). Next to that I will describe three different ecclesiological perspectives, which seem to hinder closer collaboration between the WCC and the RCC (2). Finally I will submit seven proposals for further conciliar collaboration towards and beyond the year 2000 (3)6.
1. The ecumenical situation: three Roman Catholic points of view 1.1. Any ecumenical movement on a world level, which would not engage the Roman Catholic Communion of Churches, would only apply to the lesser half of World-Christianity. Any Roman Catholic ecumenism, that would not consider itself a part of the one ecumenical movement, would neither deserve the name of ecumenism nor of catholicism.
The one ecumenical movement towards the koinonia of all the members of the one body of Christ, engages both the older and the younger ecclesial traditions. Ecumenism did not start in the 19th or 20th century, but accompanied the Church of Christ from the very beginning. Local communities of rather diverse origin were mutually enriched and enabled in the Holy Spirit to overcome their conflicts and to become members of the same Christian family in the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of God. Paul's Epistles (e.g. Gal. 3, 28; 1 Cor. 12, 13; cf. Eph. 4, [4] [5] [6] 
